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HONMA

An Uncontrolled Expression of Art
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In pursuit of creating ceramics inspired by the underlying
aesthetic ideal of existence in Momoyama ceramics.

The revival of the Momoyama ceramics, which was began by Toyozo Arakawa at the
beginning of the Showa era, made us recognize the strength of Japanese ceramic art.
Furthermore many ceramists who were attracted to this art which lead to an artistic
creativity beyond the mere imitation of existent styles that was for only commercial
purpose. This historic stream also had an influence on potter Honma and his works.
Aspiring to reach to the eternal beauty of Japan ceramics, he has continued the process
through trial and error. It means to establish an original style without being bound by
traditional categories of Japanese ceramics such as Bizen, Hagi, Shino and so on.

Honma in his young days chose the place in the mountains of Fujisawa of southern Iwate
prefecture as a suitable location to approach to the ideal, where he built Momoyama styled
kiln’Anagama’. This place has easy access to both clay from Kitakami River and Japanese red
pine growing in Oou cordillera. And there he has generated ceramics distilling the essence
of Momoyama ones for nearly 40 years.

The distinctive feature of his works lies in unique forms that are structually simple and
therefore of impressive charisma. He prefers natural ash glaze which forms surfaces with an
extremly ascetic atmosphere. The works might let you feel the tolerant space of the Great
Navigation Age that Momoyama persons lived in. Although the potteries have the
profound beauty beyond the artificiality that shakes our soul, they have the modesty to
serve as daily necessities.

ZECEWEF 4 Cup(H/8.7em Di/11.7em)
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BEiFSEZ BEATEA Vase(H/29.5em D/14em)
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BEREEAE4 Vase(H/37cn D/13.5em)
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HERESE AL Dish(H/16.5em B/76cm D/29cm)

BEREZESR  Bowl(H/13em D/47cm)
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BERFHLIL  Dish(H/2.4cm D/27.5em)

BefFILZEHE Bowl(H/6em D/34%15.5em)
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SmiE LA Bowl(H/9.5em D/18.5cm)

#3518k Bowl(H/6em D/11cm)

PR R AN Dish(H/2.5em D/19x11.5em)
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BIHEmEZEH Bowl(H/92em D/120cm)
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